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God’s Grace Transforming Lives 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 1, 2023 
Nine O’clock 

 
 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 
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9 AM Morning Worship 

*You are invited to stand as you are able in body and spirit. 
 
 
The Gathering 
 
 
Words of Welcome and Grace 
  We welcome each of you to this service! No matter who you are or where you are 

from, you are a child of God, and you are welcome here! 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise   
  TFWS No. 2236 v. 1 & 3 | Gather Us In 
 
 
*The Passing of the Peace 
  One: The Peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you. 
  All: And also, with you.   
 
 

Let us offer each other signs of peace, reconciliation, and love. 
 
 
 Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father (God), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
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*The Gospel Lesson   
  Luke 18:9-24 
 
  One: The Gospel of Our Lord 
  All: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 Sermon 
  Life Hack Series: How to Overcome Pride  
 
 
Response to God’s Word 
 
 
 Holy Communion 
 
 
The Prayer of Dedication 
  Remember, O Lord, your Church upon this earth; deepen her influence 

and extend her power for good, till the kingdoms of this world become the 
Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ.  Look down in mercy upon our 
distraught and fevered world: forgive our mistaken ambitions, selfish 
passions, and presumptuous claims; remove all suspicion and bitterness 
from among the nations, and bring them to peace and concord by the 
redeeming love of Christ. Have mercy, O Lord, upon those who are passing 
through sore trial: the poor, the sick, the anxious, the oppressed, those 
who are in danger from the fury of the elements or from the violence of 
others. Inspire in us and in our siblings the will to help those who are 
suffering. Heal, protect, and strengthen them according to their need. 
Comfort those in sorrow with the comfort which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. We pray for our own dear ones, that surrounded by your love they 
may be kept in health and joy, and abide in safety and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 
Sending Forth 
 
 
*Hymn of Dedication 
  UMH No. 191 | Jesus Loves Me 
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*Benediction 
 
 
 Postlude 
 
 
We Welcome You 
As a United Methodist Church, we are proud to be a congregation with open hearts, 
open minds, and open doors. We strive to be a congregation that embodies God’s 
absolute love and hospitality, proclaiming Jesus as our savior and as our model 
of the ultimate embodiment of God’s love. We believe that all persons are of sacred 
worth and dignity as part of God’s good creation. Saint Mark United Methodist 
Church welcomes all persons into the full life and ministry of our congregation, 
regardless of race, culture, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
family, or socioeconomic status, physical or mental ability, or faith history. 
 
 
Worship Team 
 
Preaching: Rev. Steve Fazenbaker, Retired Elder in Full Connection, North 

Georgia Annual Conference 
Liturgists: Rev. Dr. Carolyn Stephens, Senior Pastor 
  Meagan Williams, Assistant to the Pastor of Youth and Young Adults 
Music: Jon Easter, Director of Fine Arts and Organist 

  Madeline Pascavage, Cantor | Hymn Leader 
Communion Steward: J.W. Mozley 
Usher:  Greg Brown, Head Usher, Kristen Fuller 
Greeter: Christian Fuller 
 
Music reproduced within this document is done so with permission under license 
A-740638 
 
 
Today’s Communion Offering 
Today’s Communion offering goes to support Saint Mark’s Breakfast and 
Supper Club ministries. Volunteer teams serve a hot meal to our neighbors in 
need every Saturday morning and Tuesday afternoon. 
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Attendance  
Please sign the attendance pad located at the end of your row or 
scan this QR code to register your attendance and share prayer 
requests using our online Connection Card. 
 

Tithes & Offerings  
Please place your offering in the plate during this morning’s service, or use the 
Secure Giving App, or Saint Mark’s assigned number for text donations is 844-
703-1444 and the keyword is 'operating'.  To give via text, text the word 
‘operating’, a space, and the amount you would like to give. For example, to give 
$25, text 844-703-1444 operating 25. Your generosity allows us to love, accept 
and serve the people of our community.  
 
 
We Invite You to Stay Connected with Saint Mark 
Visit www.stmarkumc.org and subscribe to the newsletter on the homepage. We 
send our Remarks newsletter every Wednesday, a message from our Senior 
Pastor every Friday, and a Sunday Morning at Saint Mark email. 
 

  
@StMarkUMCATL 

 
 

 
 
Join us today at 4pm for our annual Blessing of the Animals on The Terrace! 

Let's come together as a community to honor our four-legged, winged, and finned 
family members. Whether they bark, purr, chirp, or swim, all are welcome!   
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