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God’s Grace Transforming Lives 
 
 

Sunday, December 10, 2023 
Nine O’clock 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
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9 AM Morning Worship 

*You are invited to stand as you are able in body and spirit. 
 
 
The Gathering 
 
 
Words of Welcome and Grace 
  We welcome each of you to this service! No matter who you are or where you are 

from, you are a child of God, and you are welcome here! 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise   
  UMH No. 211 v. 1 & 2 | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
 
*The Passing of the Peace 
  One: The Peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you. 
  All: And also, with you.   
 
 

Let us offer each other signs of peace, reconciliation, and love. 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
  One: We are on edge daily, wondering what’s next, what else will flare up in our 

lives and in the world. The tug within us to be right and to be on top tends 
to overpower us.  We also live in a time when retaliation and getting even 
are the order of the day. The news outlets are filled with scenes of wars, 
weapons of destruction, crumbled buildings, and innocent victims in their 
paths. When will we be at peace? When will there be peace? Who will bring 
peace?  
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  All: The Gospel writer reminds us that there is work to be done. “Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.” In preparing the way, we open paths for our God to come, come 
to us, come to those who are hurting, come to all peoples. When God 
comes, peace is experienced and healing is found, but we need to 
make the way. We need to open the doors of our hearts and lives.  

One: So, we light this candle as a sign of our faith and trust that God is not far 
from us, and that we can clear the way for God to come and dwell with us 
and give us peace. We light this candle in faith that God loves us and is 
coming to transform our hearts, our lives, and our world. 

 
Light the second candle on the wreath. 

 
  One: Fill us with your peace, Lord.  
  All: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns 

in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
 Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father (God), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
*The Gospel Lesson 
  Mark 1: 1-8 
 
  One: The Gospel of Our Lord. 
  All: Thanks be to God! 
 
 Sermon 
  Waiting for a Savior: Prepare the Way  
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Response to God’s Word 
 
 
 Holy Communion 
 
 
Sending Forth 
 
 
*Hymn of Dedication 
  UMH No. 567 v. 1 & 3 | Heralds of Christ 
 
 
*Benediction 
 
 
 Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Carolyn Stephens, Senior Pastor 
Liturgists: Rev. Steve Fazenbaker, Retired Elder in Full Connection, North 

Georgia Annual Conference | Elder-in-Residence, Saint Mark UMC 
Advent Wreath: Zeb Lau and Scott VanDerbeck 
Music: Justin Bowen, Interim Director of Fine Arts and Organist 
Communion Steward: J.W. Mozley 
Usher Team: Sybil Smith 
Greeter: Craig Pigg 
 
Music reproduced within this document is done so with permission under license 
A-740638.  
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We Welcome You 
As a United Methodist Church, we are proud to be a congregation with open hearts, 
open minds, and open doors. We strive to be a congregation that embodies God’s 
absolute love and hospitality, proclaiming Jesus as our savior and as our model 
of the ultimate embodiment of God’s love. We believe that all persons are of sacred 
worth and dignity as part of God’s good creation. Saint Mark United Methodist 
Church welcomes all persons into the full life and ministry of our congregation, 
regardless of race, culture, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
family, or socioeconomic status, physical or mental ability, or faith history.  
 
 

Attendance  
Please sign the attendance pad located at the end of your row or 
scan this QR code to register your attendance and share prayer 
requests using our online Connection Card. 
 

 
Tithes & Offerings  
Please place your offering in the plate during this morning’s service, or use the 
Secure Giving App, or Saint Mark’s assigned number for text donations is 844-
703-1444 and the keyword is 'operating'.  To give via text, text the word 
‘operating’, a space, and the amount you would like to give. For example, to give 
$25, text 844-703-1444 operating 25. Your generosity allows us to love, accept 
and serve the people of our community.  
 
 

  
@StMarkUMCATL 

We Invite You to Stay Connected with Saint Mark 
Visit www.stmarkumc.org and subscribe to the newsletter on the homepage. We 
send our Remarks newsletter every Wednesday, a message from our Senior 
Pastor every Friday, and a Sunday Morning at Saint Mark email. 
 

 

Next Sunday, December 17, 2023 
11 AM | Sanctuary 

The Music and Fine Arts Ministry of Saint Mark  
presents 

A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
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Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners 
 
For reservations, please email Robert Gilleo at RJGilleo@stmarkumc.org or 
complete the Microsoft Forms survey (https://forms.office.com/r/29Xbv198wy) 
no later than 5 PM Tuesday. 
 
Upcoming Meals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Give Poinsettias in Honor or Memory of a Loved One 
$10 each | Order before December 13 
A Saint Mark tradition, the beautiful, red-leafed plants adorn our Sanctuary 
during the weeks leading up to Christmas Day. The plants are $10 each 
(purchased from a local nursery). The last day to order for our annual poinsettias 
list is Wednesday, December 13. The poinsettias list will be published on 
Sunday, December 17, 2023.   
 
https://www.stmarkumc.org/store 
 
 
Christmas with 
Sentimental Journey Orchestra and Amy Holloway 
Monday, December 11 | 7:30 PM 
 
Join us for an unforgettable night of music 
and nostalgia!  
 
Experience the magic of the season with our 
"Christmas with Sentimental Journey" 
concert, where timeless classics and 
heartwarming melodies come to life. 
 
Get ready to be swept away by the 
enchanting sounds of the holiday season. 
Share this special evening with loved ones 
and create cherished memories.  
 
Let's make this holiday season even more 
memorable together.  
  

December 13 Pork Tenderloin 

December 20 - January 10 NO MEALS 

mailto:RJGilleo@stmarkumc.org
https://forms.office.com/r/29Xbv198wy
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Donations accepted from now through 

Tomorrow, Monday, December 11, 2023. 
 
This year, Saint Mark is again proud to support Pride for Parents. We will collect 
toys through Monday, December 11, 2023 at Saint Mark or you can order directly 
off their Amazon and Target wish lists below. The December 11th deadline is so 
that they can pick up, sort, and price the toys before the store opens. The store 
will be officially open this year from December 14th to 23rd. 
 
Pride for Parents is an opportunity for South Atlanta families to provide for their 
loved ones at Christmas. Toys and gifts area available to purchase at a reduced 
cost. Families from the neighborhood get to shop for that perfect toy for their 
loved ones. The revenue generated from the store goes right back to the 
community supporting affordable housing.  
 

Toy donations are needed!  
Amazon Wish List: https://tinyurl.com/4ccj8ur6 
Target Wish List: https://tinyurl.com/4z626zs9 

 

 
Volunteer at the Store 

Once the store is open, Pride for Parents is always welcoming the support of 
community partners. There are various tasks, including gift wrapping, register 

support, toy sorting, pricing, and stocking. If you are interested, in 
volunteering use the following link to register: 

https://form.jotform.com/FCS_/pride-for-parents-join-the-joy 

https://tinyurl.com/4ccj8ur6
https://tinyurl.com/4z626zs9
https://form.jotform.com/FCS_/pride-for-parents-join-the-joy
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